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     Bay Area Legal Services is a re-

gional, non-profit public interest law firm. The 

staff at Bay Area Legal Services provides free 

counseling and representation to low-income 

families in Hillsborough and Pasco Counties.  

Through the variety of different legal pro-

grams, Bay Area Legal Services advised and/

or gave legal representation to 16,000 families 

in 2007.  

Bay Area offices can be found throughout 

Hillsborough, Pasco, and Pinellas Counties 

including the following locations: Tampa, 

Plant City, Dade City, New Port Richey, Wi-

mauma, Brandon, Hillsborough County Court-

house, the Spring of Tampa Bay, and St. Pe-

tersburg. They have a $7.1 million budget, and 

are guided by a 21 member Board of Directors. 

Assisting vulnerable individuals and families 

and increasing family stabilization serves as 

guiding principles for our family law attor-

neys. Fifty percent of Bay Area’s family law 

cases involve protecting women and children 

from domestic violence, seeking child support, 

and assisting with divorce and custody cases.  

Services to domestic violence victims include 

legal advice, legal representation at hearings 

for injunctions for protection, and referrals for 

victims of abuse.   

To learn more about the different programs 

and services provided by Bay Area Legal ser-

vices, please go to www.bals.org.  

Gulfcoast Legal Services, Inc. GLS is a 501 (c) 3 

not-for-profit organization. Gulfcoast Legal Services pro-

vides free legal services in civil matters for economically 

disadvantaged people who have no other means to hire a 

private attorney. Gulfcoast Legal Services (GLS) was 

chartered in Pinellas County in 1978 and began serving 

clients the following year.   

In 1981 services were extended to Manatee and Sarasota 

Counties and a new branch office opened in Tampa in 

October 2006 to assist immigrant victims of domestic 

violence. Services are provided at no cost to the client.  

GLS works closely with human service agencies in their 

respective service areas to coordinate services that best 

meet the needs of the client and their families.  Approxi-

mately 4400 cases were completed in 2007 at the five 

GLS offices in and around Tampa Bay. In human terms 

this means:  An immigrant, tortured in his home country, 

receives asylum.   

GLS has an immigration program that assists immigrant 

victims of crime, including human trafficking victims. 

GLS attorneys liaise closely with law enforcement and 

other social service partners to work with survivors of 

human trafficking by representing them in their immi-

gration proceedings, representing them when being ques-

tioned by law enforcement and through the criminal trial 

phase if their trafficker is prosecuted, and helping their 

family members to secure needed immigration documen-

tation to be with them during the difficult time of recov-

ery here in the U.S. 

To learn more about Gulfcoast Legal Services, Inc., please 

go to www.gulfcoastlegal.org. 
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U.S. Attorney Hosts Joint Florida Law Enforcement Task Force Meeting 

In a landmark meeting – possibly the first in the nation – four Department of Justice law enforcement 

task forces within a single state met together in a statewide intelligence briefing on April 17, 2008 in Ft. 

Myers.  Law enforcement agents from the Florida task forces in Miami/Dade County, Lee County (Ft. 

Myers), Collier County (Naples), and Clearwater/Tampa Bay joined together in an all-day briefing spon-

sored by the U.S. Attorney’s Office for the Middle District of Florida, and coordinated by the Clearwater 

Area Task Force.  

Task force agencies shared information on active investigations and investigative strategies.  Represen-

tatives from municipal, county, state, and federal agencies were in attendance, in addition to investiga-

tors from Alachua and Duval Counties.  Chief Assistant U.S. Attorney Douglas Malloy who has prose-

cuted several human trafficking cases in southwest Florida gave opening remarks. The group was also 

joined by Ms. Susan French, a trial attorney from the DOJ Civil Rights Division in Washington and Mr. 

Lon McDougal, Policy Advisor for the Bureau of Justice Assistance that oversees the 42 DOJ task forces 

throughout the nation.  

The joint task force meeting was held in conjunction with the Florida State University Center for the 

Advancement of Human Rights (CAHR - http://www.cahr.fsu.edu), which held their semi-annual State-

wide Human Trafficking Working Group meeting the following day at the same location.  The CAHR 

Working Group, chaired by its Executive Director Terry Coonan, brings together law enforcement and 

victim services practitioners to create effective collaborative partnerships to better address human traf-

ficking in Florida. 
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World Relief Tampa was awarded a grant from the Department of Justice, Office for Victims of Crime to provide services to 

victims of human trafficking.  They partner with the Clearwater Police Department which was awarded a complementary 

grant that supports Anti-trafficking Law Enforcement Task Forces.  They have a sub-contract with the YWCA of Tampa 

Bay to provide services through the Hispanic Outreach Center in Clearwater. 

The NETS project aims to assist the trafficking victims toward self-sufficiency.  In coordination with the law enforcement 

investigation, the NETS Project delivers needed services to potential victims in order to bring immediate physical, legal and 

emotional stability to such individuals.  The program also aims to help communities identify human trafficking quickly and 

respond to victims and traffickers appropriately and effectively.  Avenues for accomplishing such awareness and respon-

siveness include interagency collaboration, task force meetings, training events, and targeted outreach activities.  The 

NETS Project covers Hernando, Hillsborough, Pasco, Pinellas, and Polk Counties. 

Services are provided either directly by World Relief or through local service partners.  The service providers which have 

signed a memorandum of understanding with World Relief are:  Gulfcoast Legal Services, The Volunteer Way, Harbinger 

House, Sunrise of Pasco County, Pasco County Health Department, Family Resources Safe Place 2 B in Clearwater, Family 

Resources Safe Place 2B in St. Petersburg, Gulf Coast Jewish Family Services, Catholic Charities Diocese of St. Petersburg, 

CASA, and Pinellas County Health and Human Services.  Since the needs of trafficking victims are often very extensive, 

the project is also supported by volunteer activity, local donations, and  pro bono professional services.   

In addition, many of NETS’s partners have signed a letter of intent to support our work with survivors of human traffick-

ing.  These are the Top of the Bay Zonta Club, the Franciscan Sisters of Allegany, Connections Job Development Program, 

Zonta Club of Tampa Bay, and the Palm Harbor Community Church.   The Franciscan Sisters of Allegany awarded the 

NETS Project  a grant of $5,000 to help the survivors.   

The NETS project offers the following services to victims of human trafficking throughout their pre-certification period: 

 

► Intensive case management   ► Interpretation 

► Transportation     ► Housing/shelter 

► Food      ► Clothing 

► Health/medical/dental    ► Legal representation/advocacy 

► Trauma counseling    ► Employment 

► ESOL 

World Relief is always looking for new partners to help with the services needed by the trafficking survivors.  World Relief 

will also come to your group, organization, or agency to give a presentation on human trafficking..  You may call them at 

727 849 7900 to see where you can fit it.  Volunteers are welcome. 

World Relief Tampa: Network of Emergency Trafficking Services (NETS) Project 
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Shared Hope International: Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking Research 

Shared Hope International (SHI), with funding from the U.S. Department of Justice, Bureau of Justice Assistance (DOJ/BJA) is 

implementing assessments in 10 U.S. locations to assess the identification of domestic minor sex trafficking victims (DMST) 

and their access to services and shelter.    
 

On March 26, 2008 Shared Hope released the findings of the Clearwater/Tampa Bay area assessment at a meeting held at the 

Pinellas County Criminal Justice Complex. Domestic Minor Sex Trafficking (DMST) is the commercial sexual exploitation of 

American citizen or lawful permanent resident children through prostitution or pornography or sexual performance for 

monetary or other compensation (i.e., shelter, food, drugs, etc). DMST has been viewed as the single most 

underreported, under-identified, and most severe form of commercial sexual exploitation that children 

are facing today. 
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crime victim.  In the few instances they are properly identified as victims, there are few protective shelter options and 

they are often placed in detention facilities with juveniles who have committed serious offenses. 
The Clearwater/Tampa Bay area rapid assessment was conducted by CATFHT partner Joan Reid, LMHC.  Many CATFHT 

agencies contributed to the 163-page study which is available online at www.sharedhope.org. 

 

http://www.sharedhope.org/

